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ABSTRACT

“The study of a community for supporting agro-ecotourism activities to along the
sufficiency economy : a case study of ban rongyen, song district, phrae province.” was
conducted by using participatory action research (PAR) and AIC (appreciation,
influence and control) meeting technique including analyzing the tourism potentials of
agro-ecotourism. The researchers made evaluations of culture, ecotourism by the
Department of Tourism and the evaluation form on the tourism potentials of agro-
ecotourism for sufficiency economy by the Department of Agricultural Extension together
with Thailand Tourism Development Research Institute (TRI) through using strategies
that conform together and setting the following objectives: 1) to study and analyze
Rongyen community as a prompt community in supporting agro-tourism, and 2) to study
the model of management of agro-ecotourism for sufficiency economy conforming to the

community’s way of life.

Results of this study found that the people in Moo 3 and Moo 5 of Rongyen
community cooperated very well and the Tungnow Sub-district Administration
Organization (SAO) gave its support. To summarize concerning tourism resources
potential of Rongyen community, it has its own identity and outstanding feature in its
diverse agricultural practices such as planting rice, tobacco, fruits, vegetable home
gardening, aquaculture, as well as belief about ecological farming including the identity
of Lanna in Thailand. It is still a happy society with warm and caring atmosphere of one
family relying upon one another or having the culture of giving that can be observed in
Rongyen community. And what is important is the culture of simple way of life which can
be observed in people collecting local produce in the household or from neighbors
nearby. Also evident are the cooperative efforts and concern toward community
activities, selling the agricultural produce in the community market and majority of the
people in the community are farmers planting crops and raising livestock or making
processed foods and selling or bartering them in Rongyen community market at

acceptable or reasonable prices or more goods for cheap prices. This means that



Rongyen community has a way of life conforming to sufficiency economy and the study
found that the community chose tourism as a means for developing its community.
Analyses showed that tourism required low investment since the existing tourism
resource potentials are being used and converting them into tourism resources with
added value. For other issues that need development, they are already included in the
development plan of Tungnow Sub-district Administration Organization. Thus, using
tourism resources for community development need technical knowhow and real
understanding since tourism is service focused business / activity that should be deeply
understood and that have least effect on the culture, nature and environment or society.
Furthermore, tourism management should use self sufficiency economy so that the
community would consider it as a supportive economy and should not affect the way of

life and main occupation of the people in the community.
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