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Abstract

This research is aimed at studying the abandoned monasteries dilemma within Chiang
Mai's city’s walls. Chiang Mai is reported to have some 948 abandoned monasteries (wat),
including 99 in the inside old walled city centre where there are only 35 living wat and 10
abandoned chedi remains today. In the outside old walled city there are only 10 chedi remain and a

monastery is recently revitalized to be a living monastery again.

These sacred remains are situated in various places and fit into the contemporary land-
uses. From the study, it was found that the abandoned monastery remains have been seen as ‘dead
monuments’ in managerial approaches to them over time. Furthermore, there are some social
misunderstandings that result in unsustainable conditions into both their managerial approach and
solutions. To clarify these social misunderstandings in people's minds is the first step to sustainable
development. The next step is to focus on the present circumstances along the lines of the five
categories identified from the ten case studies. Since abandoned monastery remains are often seen
as dead monuments, the securing of a sustainable future for these is based on an understanding of
the ‘livability and continuity’ of sacred heritage through both tangible and intangible means of

enhancing them.

Key words: heritage, monument, tangible value, intangible value, sustainability, Bottom-up approach
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-UNESCO Recommendation on the Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and Folklore of
1989

-UNESCO Proclamation of Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity
of 1997

-UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity of 2001
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