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Abstract

The acceptance of the farmers’ participation in promoting rubber trees cultivation for
replacing garlic and longan growing has been studied. The interview schedule, in-depth interview,
and focus group discussion techniques were used to obtain required data from eighty participants,
sixty-two non-participants of rubber cultivating project, and three representatives from the Office of
Rubber Replanting Aid Fund. The collected data were analyzed by descriptive statistics. It was
found that more than one-third (38 percent) of farmers decided to participate in the project and the
rest (72 percent) did not want to participate because the cultivation area was drought. In 2003, there
were 1,127 farmers in Chiang Mai participating in the project with total cultivation area of 16,925
rai. Thirty participants (37.50 percent) changed the Longan Orchard to the rubber cultivation area
of 545 rai. This was equivalent to 422 farmers and 7,685 rai of cultivation area comparing to the
total number of participant and rubber cultivation area in Chiang Mai, respectively. During 2003-
2004, Chiang Mai had total longan cultivation area for 94,925 acres. However, this project could
help reduce longan cultivation area for only 3.23 percent. Meanwhile, few participants changed
garlic cultivation area to rubber cultivation area. It indicated that Longan Orchard area could only
be reduced in a small number but not for garlic cultivation area. Beside, some participants changed
other crop growing areas to rubber cultivation area. These would effect on long-term food security
of Thailand. Moreover, during 2011-2012, participants would begin to earn income from rubber
latex. This might motivate some non-participants to participate in the project due to high price of
rubber latex. However, they should place the importance of the appropriateness and care-taking of

rubber cultivation area. As a whole, the policy was not successful as it should be.

Keywords Policy, Rubber Trees Cultivation, Longan Orchard, Chiang Mai
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