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ABSTRACT

The research entitled: “SML: Development of the Economy in the Community,” aimed to
study the following: 1) the whole situation in the community/village chosen for sufficiency
economy in Chiang Mai, and 2) the management system in the community/village chosen for
sufficiency economy in Chiang Mai that will support for the development of a stable and
sustainable economy in Chiang Mai, totaling 175 projects. Data collected from 91 projects were
obtained from the following respondents: 1) one government official at provincial government
level, 2) five government officials at district government level, 3) one chairman/vice-
chairman/committee member of each project, and 4) one community member from each project.
Using a questionnaire and interview method, data gathered from the representative respondents
were evaluated by SPSS/PC program.

The research concluded that the project developing the potentials of the
village/community (SML) following the sufficiency economy theory in 91 projects were
categorized as follows: 1) thirty-four (34) consumerism projects, 2) thirty (30) agricultural
projects, 3) seventeen (17) income-generating projects, 4) eight (8) welfare projects, and 5) two
(2) projects on preservation of cultural heritage and conservation of natural resources with total
funding of 38 M baht.

The opinions towards levels of reality following the attitudes of the chairman/vice-
chairman and staff of the project’s implementing committee, found that the project highly
conformed to the basic needs of the community. The management of the project found that the
project strictly implemented the rules and requirements of the project. Thus, the SML project
highly recommended to the implementation committee the launching of the “Leadership Program:
Making Future Leaders.”

Concerning the opinions towards the levels of reality of the SML Project following the
attitudes of the general public or community members, it was found that the opinions were at high
level because the SML Project allowed participation of the community members in solving the

community problems in a democratic process.
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